
1972/10/01 



DECLASSIFIED 

Authorit y ( 

By/' NARA Date '■ ’ /r 2 


Reproduced at the National Archives 


Wp secret 



TALKING POINTS FOR GENERAL HAIG 
WITH AMBASSADOR BUNKER - October 1 



1. What is your judgement on Thieu's use of his emergency powers 
authorization? Are his more controversial measures, such as the press 
decree, justified in terms of the threat posed by the invasion and its 
potential consequences? Then will he take the far reaching economic 
measures that were supposed, in large part, to justify the emergency 
powers granted to him? 

2. Thieu's political position depends largely on the course of military 
events. The relatively favorable developments recently, particularly the 
recapture of Quang Tri City, have undoubtedly helped to counteract the 
politically unpopular moves he has taken. Where does Thieu stand now? 

In these terms, is his position weaker or stronger or not significantly 
changed since the onset of the offensive? 

3. What would be the political impact of any cease fire -- stability of 
the Thieu government? What are characteristics of any cease fire which 
would be anathema to Thieu. What will be the RVNAF reaction to any in 
place cease fire? -- intention to disrupt? Status of contingency planning 
for population control during any cease fire? 

4. What are Thieu's longer-term prospects? Is there any visible focus 
of significant opposition? Are any new power bases emerging? Can any 
new potential rivals be identified? 

5. Given Thieu's understandable desire to organize a civilian political 
base, are plans for his "Democracy Party" realistic? Is there any alterna- 
tive means of acquiring that political base? Is the organization of the 
"Democracy Party" beginning to produce some more serious thoughts of 
unity among the other parties? 

6. What other '’emergency measures" is Thieu likely to take in the 
political field? Where do you think he believes things still need to be 
tightened up? Political party law? Will Thieu follow rather successful 
Korean pattern (linking parties and candidates for election)? 

7. What i s impact of SVN rumor mills' reported speculation on U. S. 
pressure for overthrow of Thieu, endorsement of pre-election coalition, 
unsupervised cease fire, cessation of northern SVN provinces, etc? What 
is U. S. Mission doing about it? 

8. Assess the future of CORDS -- alternative institutional arrangements 
more appropriate to the new situation? 
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■^4 9. Assess infrastructure capabilities in event of a cease fire. 

10. What is extent of GVN realization/concern about the necessity 
to n pay as you go n in conducting the war (as expressed by Thompson). 
Are there increased measures to improve self-reliance? 
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